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9TH SUBSIDIARITY CONFERENCE:  

"ACTIVE SUBSIDIARITY: CREATING ADDED VALUE TOGETHER" 

22 NOVEMBER 2019, 09:30-10:00, ROME, ITALIAN SENATE  

 

Dear President of the Senate,  

Dear Coordinator of the Conference of Presidents, 

Dear Members of the European Parliament,  

Dear Senators, 

Dear colleagues,  

 

I am honoured to be here in Rome, in this magnificent palace, the home to the Italian 

Senate, whose distant ancestor is the mythical Senate of Rome.  

 

Today, it is not a debate on history, nor on the nascent beginnings of our democracies, 

but to discuss the way in which regional authorities envisage European democracy. It 

is in this context that we have developed the concept of "Active Subsidiarity" which can 

be more succinctly summarised as "creating added value together".  

 

Subsidiarity is itself a simple concept. It consists of ensuring that every level of 

government acts where it is most effective in addressing the challenges we all face. 

Defining "Active subsidiarity" is also simple: to bridge the gap between the EU and 

its citizens, we need to ensure that the EU brings real and tangible added value to their 

lives. To achieve this, we must acknowledge that local and regional authorities are 

closest to the citizens, and best placed to understand their needs. Therefore, sub-

national authorities need to be recognised as fully-fledged partners when building 

added value within the EU's decision-making process.  

 

Following the "Subsidiarity and Proportionality" Task Force and the communication 

published by the European Commission in October last year, the concept of "Active 

Subsidiarity" must now become recognised and implemented by the new European 

Commission under President von der Leyen's leadership.  

 

It is the European Committee of the Region's view that involving local and regional 

authorities will help re-build trust in the European project in at least two ways:  

First, as mentioned earlier, by mainstreaming the Active subsidiarity approach into the 

EU policy-making process, ensuring the EU's structures are more open to local and 

regional input in every legislative phase. 
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In the pre-legislative phase, together with the Conference of European Regional 

Legislative Assemblies (CALRE), today we are launching a pilot project, which aims to 

consult regional parliaments on the main themes of the European Commission's 2021 

future work programme. These political debates will provide valuable input to support 

the Commission move in a direction that best reflects the wishes and needs of our 

citizens. 

 

Secondly, during the implementation phase of European legislation, it is important to 

remember that local and regional authorities are responsible for implementing two-

thirds of EU laws.   

 

I would also like to remind you of another initiative we launched in the past year: the 

regional hub – RegHub – network. It aims to consult local and regional actors to 

collect their experience on EU policy implementation. The project, which has already 

delivered valuable output, will be further illustrated in the second panel of this 

conference. 

 

Finally, we are all hopeful that the forthcoming Conference on the Future of Europe 

will provide an opportunity to discuss how the EU decision-making process can be 

better structured so that provides maximum added value to our citizens. The European 

Committee of the Regions is ready to work constructively in that process, as the natural 

institutional interface of local and regional authorities in the EU, and to play our part in 

developing a positive future for the EU.  

 

May I wish us all a fruitful day of work and discussions. 

 

* * * 


